Introduced by Council Member Gulliford and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Hazouri, Becton, Anderson, Wilson and R. Gaffney: 

RESOLUTION 2016-712
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND THANKING THE MEMBERS OF THE ST. JOHNS RIVER FERRY COMMISSION FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING WORK IN PRESERVING AND PROMOTING THE FERRY’S CONTINUED OPERATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, private ferry service for the St. John's River crossing at Mayport has been in operation since 1874 and the current St. Johns River Ferry has provided a vital transportation link connecting the north and south banks of the St. John's River along State Road A1A since the State of Florida took over the service in 1948; and


WHEREAS, when the state announced its intention to discontinue the ferry’s operations in the early 1990s the City stepped in to take ownership of the ferry in 1994 to ensure its continued operation, then transferred ownership and operation to the Jacksonville Port Authority in 2007; and


WHEREAS, when JAXPORT decided that the ferry operation did not fit its business plan, the City Council created the St. Johns River Ferry Commission in 2012 to assume responsibility for the ferry’s continued existence and operation, which it has done very successfully for the last four years; and

WHEREAS, after securing several capital improvement and operating grants to make much-needed improvements to the ferry vessel and its docking slips and ensure its financial viability, and after working diligently with the dedicated volunteers of the Friends of the Ferry to publicize and promote the economic necessity, tourism potential and historical and civic attributes of the ferry to local users and visitors, the Ferry Commission arranged to convey title and operation of the revitalized ferry to the Jacksonville Transportation Authority to add to its wide array of transportation resources; and

WHEREAS, having successfully saved the ferry for future generations to utilize and enjoy, the St. Johns River Ferry Commission has gracefully stepped aside, closed its affairs, and relinquished its authority; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and thanks the members of the St. Johns River Ferry Commission, and particularly its Chairman, Council Member John Crescimbeni, for their outstanding service to the City and the traveling public in Northeast Florida by their salvation and operation of the ferry. The efforts of this group have saved an important cultural and transportation icon of the region, and a grateful community extends its heartfelt thanks for a job well done.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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